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December 2021     
 
Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to you and your family,  
 
We hope this letter finds you filled with the hope and anticipation that comes with Advent and 
the Christmas season.  As we conclude 2021 with its unique challenges, we are grateful for so 
much, including your support of  the Hastings Catholic Education Foundation (HCEF) and St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton School (SEAS).  Your prayers, trust in our teachers and staff, and financial 
contributions are having a significant impact on what we have been able to accomplish in this 
year.  THANK YOU!  
  
As we look ahead to Christmas and the New Year, we want to share highlights of the past year 
and what we have accomplished together in support of SEAS: 
   

● Students are attending class in-person this school year. Nine new families joined the 
school community in September. Our enrollment is currently at 183 students in grades 
PreK-8    

● SEAS staff spent the summer planning for the start of the school year with specific plans 
to keep students safe, on task and moving towards academic excellence and sainthood. 
Although the year hasn’t been easy, students, teachers, staff and families alike stepped 
up to make Catholic education a top priority.  

● The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation is proud of the accomplishments SEAS 
school has made during this difficult time. The Foundation contributes financially in the 
following ways to support our school: 

○ Provides tuition assistance for students that need assistance 
○ The HCEF has pledged $15,000 to the school for general supplies and 

equipment needed to better serve our students, including technology, school 
marathon items and graduation party supplies 

○ The HCEF has transformed Spring Fling Grants, generally given once a year, to 
Teacher Grants, which can be applied for at any time. An HCEF Teacher Grant 
will help pay for a middle school fine arts field trip this spring to see a production 
of the Diary of Anne Frank 

○ Money raised at the 2021 HCEF Spring Fling Gala will pay for playground 
upgrades on both the preschool and main campuses  

○ College scholarship program (New this year! Watch for more details in early 2022). 
 
All of this was made possible through the generous contributions—time, talent, and treasure—of 
so many.     
  
  
 
 



 
 
This year St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School has thrived in academics.The students' test scores 
again exceeded the national norms. The 8th graders test higher than the national norms for 11th 
graders.  
 
With your continued support and prayers, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are filled with 
great hope—especially when we receive feedback such as this from one of our newer families: 

“You and the staff have gone above and beyond my expectations of what school 
should look and feel like. My daughters are excited every day for school!  They are 
simply thrilled at how their day unfolds. [Our child] commented yesterday “mom, 
even the teachers that don’t know me, know me.” Just know that what you are doing 
is right and it’s working! Thank you so much for every hour you plan the day and for 
every new cleaning tactic you implement to keep us in school. I know it’s exhausting 
and can go unnoticed.”  

We ask for your continued support of this great cause. To make a year end donation, please 
send a check in the enclosed envelope or donate online at 
https://hastingscatholiceducationfoundation.org/donate.   

 
We wish you a blessed Christmas and shared sense of hope and peace.   
  
Sincerely, 
The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation Board of Directors: 
 

Tim Sullivan 
Principal, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton School 

Father David Hennen 
Pastor, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton 

Leon Endres 
President 

Sarah Wise-Schwieger 
Vice President 

Doug Laumeyer 
Treasurer 

Kay Caturia 
Secretary 

Jerry Bambenek 
Assistant Treasurer 

Nick Conzemius Sheila Hedin 

Shawndel Spader Eileen Perra Kari Kasel 
 
The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation supports Catholic schools financially through the 
generosity of its donors and fundraising efforts. The Foundation was established to ensure the 
continuity of Catholic Education in the Hastings area. 
  
To learn more about the Hastings Catholic Education Foundation, please visit our website at 
https://hastingscatholiceducationfoundation.org.  We welcome additional volunteers to support 
our work in the coming year.  Call 651-437-3098 for more information on volunteer opportunities 
with HCEF.  
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